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Want to nominate
someone?

Remember, if you know
someone you feel is going
above and beyond the call
of duty for our school
system, please nominate
t hem for
employee of the month. If
you wish to nominate a
staff member, please visit
www.ashe.k12.nc.us and
select Employee of the

Month. Please use the
online nomination form, to
describe how the nominee
has demonstrated
excellence in his or her
job. Nominations are due
the 15" of each month.
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Ashe County Schools’ Employee of the Month

Thursday, February 28, Ashéane is trusted, not only to be
Schools honored a bus drivea careful driver, but one who
with almost 40 years of servicenaintains
as the~ebruary Employee of bus. Parents know that Dane

the Month Mr. Dane Absher will do everything in his power
was greeted in the high schodb protect their kids on the road
auditorium by Dr.
fellow drivers, central office andeyond just driving his .
school staff, and the studentserves on
of bus 159.
received a Walmart $25 giftn his area and reporting [
card and a balloon bouguetconditions long before most ¥
following
captures a
contributions:

The

fDane Absher has been a safschool.
reliable school bus driver fogarage as to which bus

nearly 40 years, Many parentstarted and which ones needAt the February board meeting,
NeXtand P8ldfa

February, 2010

order on the

Reevesand in the busDane goes

the inclement

Mr. Absherweather team by driving ro

commentout of the bed and on tha
p a rcold mdrninddr when Awe s¢
able to have school he start:
the buses at the hig
Dane notifies th

M count it aattention. For these reasons D Reeves, Spgese”‘ed Ashe County

Empl oyee of t

privilege to have Dane drivingnd many not mentioned, | rebruary, 2010 to Dane Absher, an
their children because there ibelieve Dane Absher deservesashe County High School bus driver.

a good chance he hauled therto be considered as
when they were school ageEmp | oy e e

the

of the Month. o

Congratulations Mr. Absher!
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ASHE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FUND AWARDS 2010 GRANTS

Ashe County Board of Education is happy to announce the selection of the following 2010 grant rec

keep your primary
phone number current by informind he Ashe County Board of Education partnered with the North Carolina Community Foundation in

your school 6s
any changes.

Penny Barnes, teacher at Blue Ridge Elementary

Laura McClure and Cathy Shepherd, Spanish and Art teachers at Blue Ridge Elementary
Sarah Tugman, Science teacher at Ashe County High

Rachel Shepherd, Exceptional Chi |
Penny Barker, Business Education teacher at Ashe County Middle
Keana Triplett, Becky Wells, Polly Jones, Christy Rivers, English Teachers at Ashe County
Jenni fer Treva, Exceptional Chil drends t ¢

drenods t

NCWo Ckeate acdesignatedl aandawment to support educational endeavors beyond those fundec

dollars.Annual distributions help to fund new and innovative approachedmiegeamtsgyawarded to
local teachers since 2002 total $29,878, including the 2010 awardShef A5(@County Board of
Education will sponsor its 9th annual golf tournament this summer and all net proceeds will be for
the North Carolina Community Foundation (NCCF).


http://www.ashe.k12.nc.us

Ashe County School Board is proud to honor...
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2009 National Board recipients,

Sara Benfield, Sherrie Hines, and
Sarah Pyles

Thelma KasNational Award

Dorothy Witherspo2009/10 NC School for Entrepreneurship

Boards Association President

Teacher of the
Year Nominees

Scott TurnmyyeACHS
Courtney El&BR
Sherrie HindBsACMS
Ruth Turnm&evv
Billie Gardn@&Www

&

Tonya Bleving009/10 Ashé
Countyds Spe
Teacher of Excellence

Sherrie Hinegeacher of the Year

School News

Blue R|dge Pictured below are winners and honorable mention recipients
Mt. Jefferson Poetry Contest Winners o(\@
R\
Mt. Jefferson Poetry Contest Winners at Blue Ridge E ,\\)\r&\o o
were honored on January 20, 2010, with certificates andfg 0(\@\0 \\60(\
Park Ranger Tom Randolph. The poetry contest was CJ’O\O®6
N

students in kindergarten through sixth grade. The purpg
contest was to inspire students to create poems that de
how Mt. Jefferson can be viewed as a natural wonder whi
young poets and community members alike, who contributed land
and money to achieve state park status for Mt. Jefferson. The

winning poems will be posted on the online blog of NC Poet Laureate
Kathryn Byer. Ranger Tom Randolph plans to have the prerecorded
poems read on the air at the radio station locally.



Blue Ridgs&inued

On Monday, January 18, Blue Ridge Elementary sponsored an Odyssey of e ddimd-|
mage workshop for the students who are on the BRES Odyssey teams. The students ¢
on the optional teacher workday. They participated in five different stations that were s
classroom, with the coaches overseeing the stations. The purpose of the OM scrimmag
students an oppoonanadtyi wiot ipgsa,cthawi mMd a
that they are given to work with within a prescribed period of time. Teams were then |
well they worked together as a team, their communication with each other, how the fina

Odyssey of the Mind at Blue Ridge Elementary ‘

teams; and one sixth grade team. These teams will be competing in the Northern R
Carolina Odyssey of the Mindds c o mPenidHigh iss
School in Greensboro on March 6.

Sixth Graders Study Medieval Times

Sixth grade students at Blue Ridge Elementary creat
while studying about the Renaissance era in soci
class. Students studied the different classes of peopl

lords, vassals, serfs, and kings. They even wrote f
"ﬁi writing and did research in the media center about w
' the life of a person from this time would be like, an
class system affected the lives of people during this |
graders in Tonya Dennyd
that are on display in the media center.
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oltds a Playful Worl dbo

Enrichment teachers, along with Media and Technology teachers, collaborated with first
& teachers for several weeks in an effort to teach first grade students about the seven continents
oceans of theworl8.t udent s Atraveledo to the differ
and passportsWith passports full of stamps and suitcases decorated with continent stick
students have lear@egealth of information about the continents and oceans oEHwhicstd.
grader colored one piece of a 64 piece world map that is now displayed in the seligbls hallwe
grade students enjoyed a morning of games and activities in the gym on Friday, Decem|
Students learned to play several games from Asia including Tangrams aAttiCamjaoess
included Mancala and Je@@rnhole was a popular game that might have originated in Europe
right here in North America.

GraniNews at Blue Ridge Elementary and middle school studenfshe grant Our books from our LIBRI FounBaiids
targets environmental education as anfare@hildren granwritten by Katina Wilcox
Courtney Eller, a third grade teacher at Blugeat promise in helping students defalopour medi
Ridge, just received another DonorsChaosense of environmental stewardship. center hav
grant for "Getting Boys To R&aadks for arrived.We hav
Boys"for over $4Q00 Our school also receivedPrafessional received ove
School Network Mi@rant through the$2,000 in ne
NEA offers Student Leadership Grants upublicSchool Partnership of Appalachiamooks for ou
to $5,000.We received the "NickelodeonState University of $1,00this award willmedia collecti
Big Green Help Public Education Grant ehable teachers to differentiate litefracy this grant.
$5,000 through this initiativehis grang  instruction through leveled materials chitdren are v
dedicated to the development and implempervide professional development exoited about th
tation of ideas, techniques, and approathegarticipating teachers. new books!
for teaching green concepts to elementary
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; Letterland Activities
i A child is checking to make sure that the
® sesame seeds are all gone while another
- friend continues to stir the sesame seed
mi xtur e. We made OQfnmfinve@M@np8¢Ed S@aPiSn
o for Sammy Snakebo. gﬁéfeég §>é1§a d sSadyn)
= Snakebs ssssensationa an tongue
= twisting recipes from our new Letterland
2 cookbook.  Another -prglances the
cookbook while a friend waits his turn to
© stir.
O Children also
g cut and
pasted 0Sso
pictures for
Sammy
Snake or a During circle time, children have been
snowflake taking imagipary trips to Letterland.
As the pe 0 s meet new L
characters, they become acquainted
Children worked with the Letterland
on the smartboard sound the letter makes in a word. The
to find pictures prekc”)_s also become Le
that began with the plcture_ sorting game shown
>Samm Snakeds 6 above, children sort picture cgrd_s
To celebrate our snow, the 0 y that belong to each letter. A child is

pek6s created, oeundow peopled. shown taking his dinosaur picture

card t o t he Lette
Ducko.

Mountain View §>
BILINGUAL READING PROGRAM

On Thursday, January 28, twenty parents and their children attended the M
Education Parent Night Program to learn how to help their children improve their
skills and to learn more about the Migrant Education Program (MEP). Michelle F
MEP coordinator, met with
parents over a pizza dinner to
share educational resources and
explain the program in Ashe

County.
Ruth Turnmire, one of Mountain
Vi ewbd s Reading Specialists, and
Cindy Fowler, MVdés ESL teacher,
launched a bilingual reading program with interested Hispanic parents and their children.
They demonstrated how to conduct a fApicture walk, o identi

discuss text content. On wwadk, parents will be reading books in the content areas of
math, science, and social studies in Spanish to their children; then, their children will read
the very same book to their parents in English. The goal of the program is for children to
be exposed to parents reading fluently in their native language, increased vocabulary
acquisition in their native languagearamshjoyableesading experience between

parents and their childrBesearch has demonstrated that all of these factors have a
positive influence on bilingual children's attitudes about reading and ability to read.



